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YOUNG LEADERS

Theorists all over the globe have written about the importance of young,
creative talent in revitalizing cities and communities—but we don’t need
to look in a book to realize that today’s youth are a vital element in shaping
our tomorrow for the better. Our artists, students, professionals, and
activists will be the drivers of much needed change and energy. The future
leaders of our region deserve to inherit a community that represents their
passions and priorities, and therefore deserve a place at the table as we
formulate an idea of what these communities should look like.

Through our Vibrant Northeast Ohio initiative, we here at the Northeast
Ohio Sustainable Communities Consortium (NEOSCC) asked you young
people to dig deep and let us know what you believe makes a vibrant
community—and answer you did. Over 330 participants at five different
venues pooled together to address three topics about their community:

The quality and scope of responses we received was not only impressive,
but incredibly inspiring. Participants at each location offered differing
opinions on what makes for a vibrant region, but there were also striking
similarities across the board. These are presented on the next page,
followed by a summary of each event individually.

Our hope is that we will continue to receive valuable feedback from North-
east Ohio’s young leaders —to inform future action, as both an organiza-
tion and a region. This is only the beginning. Each quarter will welcome
another meeting in each of the five areas of Northeast Ohio. We hope that
you will continue to attend and offer your voice, as well as get involved in
other ways. By joining a subcommittee for your region, you can help
shape both the region and future events. Also be sure to check out our
Conditions and Trends Platform, which we’ll be sharing on June 26th.
Information can be found at our website:

Another set of meetings will take place throughout the region three

months from now (see the next page for upcoming dates). We’ve made
a commitment to give you a seat at the table. Help us make this region
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OVERVIEW SCC

Combining all of the responses gathered from the five Vibrant events, the following are the responses that
young professionals viewed as what is working and the key aspects that are turning communities around
in Northeast Ohio, as well as potential actions we can take to leverage these successes in the region:

WHAT’S WORKING WHAT’S TURNING

SUSTAINASILITY AND ASRICULTORE DEVELOPNENT FROJECTS

eNTREPRENEURSHiP
PUBLIC ART FIYING INFRASTRUCTURE

R Ay CONFERENCES AND PROGRAMS TO FACILITATE DIALOG

PROMOTING A HEALTHY AND ACTIVE LIFESTYLE

TRANSIT SYSTEMS CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

c |TY PA R Ks ATTRACTION AND RETENTION OF TALENT

BUSINESS INCUBATORS
WHAT WE CAN DO NEXT

Young professionals focused on ten aspects- which can
guide future steps to revitalization of the region:

. Change the perception of our communities and our
cities by educating people about issues

. Embrace regionalism

. Incorporate inclusivity of cultural diversity

. Reverse the brain drain by giving incentives to the
creative class and to other target populations

. Create more space for urban agriculture and green area

. Promote the benefits of public transportation options

such as transit or biking

. Combine efforts of economic development, philan- UPCOMING EVENTS
thropy, and government JULY 17

. Encourage individuals to become more community- JULY 24

oriented via neighborhood block parties and festivals

" : JULY 31
. Support programs to help mitigate drug use and crime
in communities AUGUST 14
. Encourage a positive outlook on the community AUGUST 21
FOR MORE INFO VISIT NEOSCC.ORG
CLICK TO CHECK OUT OUR EVENT FACEBOOK.COM/VIBRANTNEO

PHOTOS | VIDEOS VIBRANTNEO


http://www.flickr.com/photos/vibrantneo/
http://www.youtube.com/myvibrantneo

AKRON SCC

On April 17, 2012, The Northeast Ohio Sustainable Communities Consortium (NEOSCC), in collaboration
with The Civic Commons and R Strategy, launched a regional campaign in Akron. The NEOSCC Young Pro-
fessional event, This is what VIBRANT looks like was a interactive mixer that brought together young leaders
from across Greater Akron to discuss how we can make our region even more vibrant in the near future by
highlighting local successes and building upon them. Over 50 young professionals and emerging leaders
from across the Akron area gathered at Paolo’s Bar in the Canal Park neighborhood to discuss our three
questions. What is working and what existing programs or organizations can turn the region around are
combined in the word cloud below, and the list of actions proposed by young Akronites are listed.

POSITIVE ATTITUDE BU':;-D:Nfcmksk)llJ%CEss
UNIVERSITY []F AKR[]N . Create more mixed—yse spaces
RESTAURANTS I : ?Igé:]r;%es’;f;etepne]rceptlon of the

ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND BUSINESSES ~  Sipat o oevtperio it
COMMUNITY GARDENS Organiang neghtiorhooc

. Promote community festivals
Utilize town-gown strategies

SUMMIT METROPARKS Integrate mmigrant popuiaton

TALENT ATTRACTION AND RETENTION - Have more local discussions
TOWPATH OHID ERIE CANAL COALITION CLICKTO CHECK OUT THE EVENT

BUSINESS INCUBATORS PHOTOS | VIDEO
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Communihes

FACEBOOK.COM/VIBRANTNEO

NEXT EVENT JULY 17 |V IBRANTNEG

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT NEOSCC.ORG



http://www.flickr.com/photos/vibrantneo/sets/72157629935084995/
http://akronist.com/watch/575/building-a-vibrant-akron.html

YOUNGSTOWN NEOSCC

On April 24, 2012, Vibrancy became the topic of conversation in the Mahoning Valley as over 80 young pro-
fessionals congregated at Overture at the DeYor Performing g Arts Center to discuss the future of our
region. Participants focused on revitalizing from the ground up by creating community within our neighbor-
hoods to combat the ills of the region. The wordcloud below represents the combined responses to what is
working in the region, and what is being done to turn the region and community around. A list of next steps
proposed by the young professionals group is to its right.

CREATING J0BS BUILDING ON SUCCESS
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT - Moro rohabiltaion programs for adcct and

MI I_I_ BREEK PARK . Creating a dog run; dog-friendly parks

. More landscaping downtown

LOW BARRIER OF ENTRY FOR BUSINESS ~ * Yourgoiown oo Femeten

CU M MU N |TY I DENT' FI EA'I'I UN . Have more young elected officials
. Urban Restoration
. Support young entrepreneurs
JOE MAXX COFFEE SHOP ==
. Educate and develop student entrepreneurs
S MA I-I- B US I N ESSES . Support local charities and philanthropies
\ VARIETY [F BUINESSES ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
TH%[lEﬁﬁETE VUNEE THA AT DT . Connecting and Networking with community
DISCUSSION . Creating Opportunities for Urban Agriculture
. Create more affordable, livable locations
c U I-LA Bﬂ RAT' U N within walking distance of downtown
LOW COST OF LIVING CLICKTO CHECK OUT THE EVENT

. Connect Local Businesses to Niche Market
PHOTOS | VIDEO
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. Saving Students Money
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NEXT EVENT YOUNGSTOWN JULY 24 | FACEBOOK.COM/VIBRANTNEO

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT NEOSCC.ORG | @VIBRANTNEO



http://www.flickr.com/photos/vibrantneo/sets/72157629570711034/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7gDd8ZkT0A

LORAIN SCC

On May 1, 2012, young professionals from across Lorain County gathered on Main Street in Downtown Am-
herst, at Cork’s Wine Bar and Bistro. The backdrop was a historic Main Street making a comeback. Once
the center of commerce for the city, new stores are filling long-vacant storefronts. While small in number, the
group was very engaged and provided not only concrete examples to answer questions but also offered
words of encouragement for young professionals to take the reins and move our region forward. What is
working and what existing programs or organizations can turn the region around are combined in the word
cloud below, and the list of actions proposed by the young professionals are listed.

TEAM LORAIN COUNTY BUILDING ON SUCCESS

. Promote the creative class

. Incentivize entrepreneurial activity

. Support business attraction

. Engage economic development, philanthropy,
and government

. Reverse brain drain
LORAIM COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

=

A I.lGHTA P . Encourage historical Re-Invention for Manu-
facturing
R NA I M . Improve PR to include more positive than
negative

. Create more opportunities for youth
. Improve public transportation
. Build opportunities for more dialog and
conversation
. Share ideas and resources
. Increase tourism and self-promotion

JOINT VOCATION SCHOOL CLICKTO CHECK OUT THE EVENT
AVON COMMONS PHOTOS | VIDEO

FACEBOOK.COM/VIBRANTNEO

NEXT EVENT JULY 31 |2V BRANTNEG

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT NEOSCC.ORG



http://www.flickr.com/photos/vibrantneo/sets/72157629669601478/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdBCH7bP-vU

CANTON

SCC

On May 9, 2012, Stark County participants offered a perspective that had not yet emerged in the previous
three meetings. Attendees at the event at The Auricle focused not only on the local successes of Stark
County, but also on successes all over the region. Specifically, they highlighted examples in Cuyahoga, Por-
tage, and Summit counties. What is working and what existing programs or organizations can turn the region
around are combined in the word cloud below, and the list of actions proposed by participants are listed.

FAMILY AKD COMMUNITY SERVICES

st owrond |ARKETPOWERCORPS

FARMER AMERICORPSUNIVERSITIES

BIG nnEPnMﬂﬂHSFUUTBAI_I_ TEAMS

OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY
NORTH CANTON MAIN STREET

BUYING LOCAL

BUILDING ON SUCCESS

. Build awareness to get community involved

. Encourage more community service

. Support agriculture and small businesses

. Revitalization of residential properties

. Create good energy and positivity

. One strong business plan

. Bring leaders together at the table

. Organize more community volunteers

. Solve or mitigate major drug and crime problems

. Work on better marketing and recruiting to hit
target populations

. Find a way to stop people from leaving the inner-
cities

CLICKTO CHECK OUT THE EVENT

PHOTOS | VIDEO

NEXT EVENT

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT NEOSCC.ORG

FACEBOOK.COM/VIBRANTNEO

AUG 14 VIBRANTNEO



http://www.flickr.com/photos/vibrantneo/sets/72157629669509502/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SzSgH-_ScwE

CLEVELAND SCC

On May 16, 2012, over 120 young professionals assembled at Brother’s Lounge on the border of Cleveland
and Lakewood to talk amongst each other and to write down their ideas about how to make the Greater
Cleveland area vibrant. The mixer allowed for young professionals and members of the creative class, to
discuss what they believed were the existing strengths and weaknesses in the Greater Cleveland commu-
nity. The mixer also allowed young professionals to develop recommendations on how to best move the
area forward through building on previous successes. What is working and what existing programs or
organizations can turn the region around are combined in the word cloud below, and the list of actions pro-

posed by young Clevelanders are listed.
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NEXT EVENT
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT NEOSCC.ORG

BUILDING ON SUCCESS

. Have the RTA run 24 hours
. Become more civically engaged
. Break down silos and embrace regionalism
. Bringing more industries to NEO
. Encourage more brownfield Development (Industrial)
. Build Inclusivity and embrace cultural diversity
. Enable a sense of community
. Enable cross-pollination
. Diversify the economy
. Educate and inform people of benefits to themselves
and society as a whole
. Offer more education (in sustainability)
. Encourage others to be positive ambassadors
. Fix the educational system
. Get everyone back to work and contributing
. Get people to recycle
. Give all people an opportunity to be successful regard
less of race or economic circumstance
. Integrate the social and economic with infrastructure
. Integrate the East and West sides of town
. Create more Lakefront Greenspace
. Learn and adopt principles that work in places around
the country and copy them
. Create more Availability to Local Food
. Create more programs to help get people off welfare
. Enact more taxes
. Promote active lifestyles
. Improve transportation
. Produce/distribute regional products in Cleveland
. Rely more on Local food resources
. Build more Safe Bike Lanes across NEO and bridges
. Create more vocational work and training programs
. Stop building and supporting landfills
. Support entrepreneurial efforts instead of waiting for
the next big company
. Teach people about the economic long run outlook

CLICKTO CHECK OUT THE EVENT

PHOTOS | VIDEO

AUG 21

FACEBOOK.COM/VIBRANTNEO

VIBRANTNEO


http://www.flickr.com/photos/vibrantneo/sets/72157629969721266/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87em3n4hktU

